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Background 
The project for the development of the Second Holistic Assessment of Ecosystem Health in the Baltic Sea 

(HOLAS II) started in late 2014 and will continue until June 2018. The assessment will give an update of the 

overall environmental status of and pressures on the Baltic Sea and evaluate progress in relation to the 

goals of the Baltic Sea Action Plan. It will be developed so that it can also be used in the 2018 reporting 

under the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive by those Contracting Parties that are also EU member 

states.  

The project builds on concepts developed under the first Holistic Assessment of the Ecosystem Health of 
the Baltic Sea, and is set to develop these further to include more recent developments in the field. The 
work of the project is guided by a core team with representation from the Contracting Parties. 
 
This document summarizes the aims and structure of the planned holistic assessment, as of the latest 
meeting which was held on March 18-19, 2015.   
 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information and, and to consider how PRESSURE can support the 

work of HOLAS II with respect to information exchange and data. 

  



PRESSURE 2-2015, 2-4 
 

 

Page 2 of 2 
 

Aims of HOLAS II  
 
The project for the development of the Second Holistic Assessment of Ecosystem Health in the Baltic Sea 

(HOLAS II) will give an update of the overall environmental status of and pressure on the Baltic Sea and 

evaluate progress in relation to the goals of the Baltic Sea Action Plan. It will also address social and 

economic impacts. It will be developed so that it can also be used in the reporting under the EU Marine 

Strategy Framework Directive. Hence, the assessment will be focusing on the regional scale, but performed 

in such a way that the results can also be used in national assessments of marine and coastal areas.  

An additional aim of the project is to develop HELCOM status assessment tools and support the 
development of the Baltic Sea Pressure and Impact index.  
 
The project will also produce thematic assessments on the key HELCOM segments: biodiversity, 
eutrophication, hazardous substances and maritime activities. As part of these activities, the project will 
also contribute to the HELCOM assessments being fully operational and increasingly automated.  
 

Planned structure of the holistic assessment  
The assessment will build on the core indicators developed jointly by HELCOM, and by ICES for commercial 
fish stocks. The applied set of indicators are to, as far as possible, cover all aspects relevant for assessing 
progress in relation to the BSAP, and for covering the ten descriptors of the MSFD. The assessment tools to 
be used will build on existing tools for assessing biodiversity, hazardous substances and eutrophication, 
which will be developed as needed in order to suit the purposes of HOLAS II.  
 
The assessment will also include the spatial distribution of main pressures on the Baltic Sea. The format for 
presentation will build on the Baltic Sea pressure and impact index, as used within the first holistic 
assessment (HELCOM 2010, http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/BSEP122.pdf ). This will be evaluated 
and modified as needed in order to account for any recent methodological developments, and reporting 
needs.  
 
The holistic assessment is set to cover all aspects within the DPSIR cycle, with a focus on pressures, state, as 
well as social and economic impacts.  

 

 The main pressures addressed are related to inputs of nutrient loading and hazardous substances, 
fisheries and maritime activities. Marine litter, underwater noise and non-indigenous species are 
also to be considered.  

 

 Status of the environment is based on key elements of biodiversity, focusing on marine mammals, 
fish, birds, the seafloor, and the pelagic habitat.  
 

 The assessment of impacts is carried out by environmental economic analyses to assess the cost of 
degradation, and addresses ways of optimizing the probability of success for different management 
measures to improve environmental status.  

 

Next meeting 
The next Meeting of HOLAS II will be held on 16-17 June in Gothenburg, Sweden. Among other things, the 

meeting will focus on:  

- discussing how to carry out the assessment of pressure-based descriptors (of the MSFD).  

- planning the further development of the HELCOM pressure and impact indices 

http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/BSEP122.pdf

